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,  STURMINSTER  RUl^AL  DISTRICT  COUITCIL.  ' 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the  year  1940. 


This  Report  is  prepared  on  the  lines  asked  for  by  the 
Minister  of  Health  in  Circular  2314.  In  accordance  v/ith  his 
directions,  most  information  usually  contained  in  the  Report  is 
nn-itted  and  filed  for  future  reference. 

Neel  P.  Pearson  M.R.C.S. ,L.R,C.P. ,D.P.H.  commenced  duties  as 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  January  22nd,  1940. 

The  District  Council  became  a  Constituent  Authority  of  the 
North  Dorset  Joint  Hospital  Board  on  its  constitution  on  April  1st, 
1940. 

Infectious  Disease 

V/hilst  there  was  a  slight  rise  in  the  incidence  of  Scarlet 
Pevei'  over  that  for  recent  years,  it  in  no  way  assumed  epidemic 
proportions.  Measles  of  a  mild  type  occurred  in  epidemic  proportions 
during  the  latter  half  of  the  year. 

The  Council  adopted  a  Scheme  for  the  active  immunisation  against 
Diphtheria  of  all  children  between  one  and  fifteen  years  of  age, 
which  came  into  operation  early  in  1941. 

Water  Supplies 

In  accordance  with  the  direction  of  the  Minister  of  Health  a 
scheme  was  adopted  for  the  chlorination  of  all  the  Council's  supplies, 
and  the  owners  of  private  supplies  in  the  area  were  advised  to  arrange 
for  the  chlorination  of  those  supplies.  Up  to  the  end  of  the  year 
no  action  had  been  taken  by  the  owners  in  this  direction. 

Sanitary  Work 

Much  of  the  time  usually  spent  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  on 
routine  sanitary  work  has  been  given  to  duties  in  connection  with 
evacuation  and  billeting.  As  a  result  much  of  the  routine  sanitary 
work,  including  inspection  of  the  district  for  nuisances,  supervision 
of  dairies  and  housing  inspection,  v/as  necessarily  reduced.  This 
is  to  be  regretted. 

Sewage  Disposal 

As  a  result  of  a  Ministerial  Inquiry  early  in  the  year  with 
regard  to  the  Council's  Sewerage  proposals  for  Stalbridge,  the  Scheme 
had  to  be  abandoned,  and  there  is  no  change  to  report  in  the  unsatis¬ 
factory  position  there. 

Air  Raid  Precautions  (Casualty)  Services 

Although  not  called  upon  to  deal  with  air  raid  casualties  during 
the  year,  the  Personnel  are  to  be  congratulated  upon  having  maintained 
their  keenness  during  the  year  and  having  undertaken  stand-by  duties 
readily,  as  circumstances  have  demanded.  Some  difficulty  was  ex¬ 
perienced  in  keeping  up  the  strength  of  the  First  Aid  Partjr  in  view 
of  members  being  called  up  for  military  service. 

The  rural  nature  of  the  area  with  no  centralised  First  Aid 
Post  or  Casualty  Receiving  Hospital  led  to  very  definite  decentralis¬ 
ation  of  the  organisation  of  the  services.  The  more  recent 


/over 


Government  sanction  for  the  use  of  Medical  Practitioners  at  air  * 
raid  incidents  and  for  domiciliary  treatment  of  casualties; 
con.slderahly  strengthened  the  organisation  in  such  a  wide  rural 
area  as  yours. 


Government  Evacuation  Scheme 

Organised  groups  of  unaccompanied  children  and  women  and 
childc'cn  nere  recr  ived  in  the  district  during  the  year:  At  medical 

inspo  on  arrival  few  were  found  to  bo'  suffering  from  verminous 

01'  /n'j  .lean  conditions,  and  this  was  particularly  the  case  in  connection 
with  mothers  and  children,  if  thejr  were  given  an  opportunity  on 
ari’i’/al,  to  clean  themselves  up  over  24  -  48 'hours., 


In  addition,  a  steady  flow,  of  persons  of  all  classes  from  more 
vulnerable'  areas  led  to  a  filling  up  of  much  available  accommodation. 


■fao  Hostels  each  with  accommodation  for  ten  persons  were  in  use 
for  unbilletable  cases  and  to  assist  with  temporarj^  billeting 
d.U f icnl ties.  Vine  House  Auxiliary  Isolation  Hospital  and  Sick 

Bay  mer  all  the  requirements  in  the  district  and  only  one  or  two 
applications  were  received  for  the  Home  llursing  Grant. 

It  would  appear  to  me  that  insufficient  recognition  and  praise 
is  given  to  the  unselfish  housewives  and  others  who,  for  prolonged 
periods,  have  taken  into  their  often  already  crowded  houses,  other’s  . 
children  to  give  them  safety,  and  who  have  patiently,  without 
grumbj.ing,  carried  out  one  of  the  most  important  aspects  of  the  nation’ 
v/ar  effort.  In  my  work  I  am  in  a  position  to  assess  the  admirable 
qualities  of  these  people  and  the  result  of  the  care  given  to  the 
children  for  v/hom  they  become  responsible.  For  this  reason  I  pay  to 
them  my  respect  in  this  Report. 


In  termination  I  would  record,  with  gratitude,  the  courtesy 
and  support  given  to  me  by  your  Counci]  during  mji"  first  year  of  office, 
the  assistance  given  to  me  by  your  other  officers  and  the  efficient 
service  rendered  by  my  clerk. 


HOHL  F.  PH ARSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


4th  June,  1941. 


